


4. THE PEOPLE AND CHARACTERS
The play tells the story of Maïta, but also about three other children: Naosin, Dengtsiao and Liyen.  Each one of them has 
lived a difficult life and is trying to escape in some way.

Instructions

For the class
With your students, re-read (section 2 in Informing) the descriptions of Naosin, Dengtsiao, Liyen and Maïta and make 
sure that you are able to tell them apart by their personalities and the experiences they have gone through in their young 
lives.

Individually
Every student must imagine that the play Maïta is going to be put up in their school, except this time with real children 
instead of puppets and that the children will be wearing masks to allow any child to play either a boy or a girl.
Ask your students to answer the following question in two or three paragraphs:
- You must play one of the child characters in the play (it makes no difference if it is a boy or a girl).  Which one would 
you like to play?  Give reasons for your choice.

Skills Developed
Imagination, analysis, comparison, reflection. 
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5. WE HAVE TO KEEP HOPING
The end of the play could be a slightly disturbing experience for some of your students.  To compensate for this, we 
suggest the following activity:

Instructions

For the class
Tell the story of the play out loud. (Informing section)

In groups of at least 5 students
Ask each student to pick a person to play among the following characters: Naosin, Liyen, Maïta, Wunan, or Maïta’s father.

(Dengtsiao is not part of the list because we will be dealing with what happened after his death.)

Each team imagines a different way the play could have ended after the accident that killed Dengtsiao.

For the class
Each group improvises a new ending for the play.
Talk about the various endings and decide which one is the most plausible.  Ask them to justify their choice.

Skills Developed
Analysis, synthesis, imagination, thinking, problem solving, using judgment.



6. IS THE BAD GUY REALLY THAT BAD?
The character of Wunan is not very nice.  He is bossy and mean, he mistreats the children, and he is ultimately the cause 
of their deaths…
But, basing ourselves on some of his actions, and some of the things that were said during the play, we can learn that his 
life was not very easy…

Instruction

For the class
Read the description of Wunan from the Informing section.  On the blackboard, write down everything you learn about 
him through the character description, and then what was learned or noticed by the students during the play.

Ex. Authoritarian, petty, mean, hard-hearted, scared, discouraging, ignorant, illiterate, demanding, etc.
Then, encourage them to find qualities that the character may possess.
Ex. Well organized, able to see the qualities of others, able to be kind sometimes, etc.

Ask them to comment on the following line said by Wunan to Maïta
“(…) No parent has ever come back: not mine, not anybody else’s.”
What does this say about him?

Individually
Using about 100 words, ask each student to write a description of Wunan’s childhood, and to continue his part of the 
story after the fire (did he die or did he live?), or of Wunan meeting Maïta’s father the next day.

Skills Developed
Analysis, comprehension, ability to explain, to justify, reasoning.
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7. WHAT’S NEXT?
Without a doubt, seeing the play will have left a strong impression on your students.  It might be a good idea to ask them 
to summarize their impressions in a creative and constructive manner.

Instructions

For the class
Have a brainstorming session to allow the students to express the different feelings — positive or negative — they had 
during the play.  What word or expression would best summarize their impressions of the play?

Ex.: Cruelty, sadness, horror, catastrophe, hope, Issane and light, Maïta’s confidence, survival, abu-
se, fire, etc.

In groups of 2 or 3 students
Each group imagines that they have been asked to promote the play at school.  To do so they must prepare:
- an original and attractive poster that is representative of the play (a drawing, collage, etc.);
- a catchy slogan for a publicity campaign for 9 to 11 year olds;
- a paragraph to describe the play (30 to 50 words).

The finished products could then become part of an exhibit at the school.

Skills developed
Synthesis, the ability to explain, creativity, expression

- #
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